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USIFIED DIRECTION OF RADIOFICATION

B. Kapralov, Director
Leningrad Oblast Radio Broadcasting

Radlo broadcasting has undergone tremendoue developwent 'n the Soviet
Union. Tens of powerful radin-broadcasting statjons have bssn constructed,
thousands of public radio-recepticn systems have been put into operation,
and millions of controllable loud-ocpeakers have been set up. The Soviet
Union 1u firet in the world in the capacity of its radio-transmitting network.

Radio reception 13 very efficient in our country. The use of wires in
radio broadcesting permite the saving of millioms of tubes, batteries, and
other parts necessary in tke production of radio receivers. This system
18 extremely simple in constructicn and use.

Padio brosdcasting plays a major role in disseminating information,
culture, ad politicul training. Although the radic-broadcasting system
guffered major destruction during the war, it now has been largaly rebuilit.
However, to fulfill the tasks cf the Five-Year Flan, congiderable further
develo ment ie necessary. Radio-broadcast reception 1s lagging behind
the rapidly developing national economy of the country, and behind the
groving demands of the workers, especially in the villages.

In Leningrad Oblast, for example, there ars rayons which average only
a few controllable loud-speakers per 100 inhabitante. OUnly 10 percent of the
kolkhozes of the oblast have rsdios, whereas every family in Leningrad has
a controllsble loud-speaker. ,

Likewise, the radio audience particularly in rural areas in not satisfied
with the quality of the work of the radio-receiving network. A significant
number of iural public radio-reception systems and radio-receiving sets are
ailent hecause of poor maintenance of ejuipment, and unreliable supply of
spere parts, etc. The Section of Cultural and Educational Work of the Lenipgrad
Orlast Soviet of Workers' Deputies inetallied over 500 loud-speakers in Leningrad
Oblest in 1946/47. Most of these loud-speakers are aot being used because
of uneatisfactory material and tecknical servicing.
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What isg hindering the'd'evelopme,nt of radiofication, ‘especlally .1n rural
areas? A major aifficulty 18 that vast rural areas have'low populavion deusily -
in comparison with the city population. The sources of suppiy of electricity

are 8till unreliadls in many rural areas. Installation of public radio-reception -

aystems and networke réquire subsiantial materisl and monetary outlays. The ..
gpesd ofradiofication of the villages is still alow because the Ministry of
Commnications Equipment Industry end ministries of regional industries sre
not. glving sufficient attention to the nsede of radiofication. They have

not yet organized wee-gcale manufacture of cheap, efficient radio receivers,
®lectric batteries, radic tubes,; detectors, insulators, etc. ) .

Although all these obatacles are important, they canm be overcome if
organizational shortcomings in radiofication of rurusl areas are sliminated.
The lack of 2 ningle responsible director of radiofication is the c‘:ief

‘cause of the sbove-listed shortcomings .-

Radiof'ication of our country 18 bBeing undertaken by several ministries,
namely, the Ministries of Commmmnications, Agriculture, State Parms, and
alego the All-Unicn Committee on Radioficaticn and Radio Broadcasting, the
Union Radlo Enginsering Office, the Committee on Cultural and Fducational
Institutions under the Scviet of Ministers EFSFR, and many other agemcles.

Only the Ministry of Commnicaticne hie a sufficiently sound productive
anéd technical base and the necsssary personnel for the widespread comstruction
and utilization. of many thousands of public redio-reception systems. However,
the Minietry of Communications limits its ectivities in redioficatiam to republiec,
kray, -oblest, and raycsi centera and popuisted puinta vithin 8 - 10 kilometers of
these centers. Who then will be responsible for radiofication of the over-
vheliiing number of other populated points?

The Committes on Radiofication and Radio Broedcasting under the Soviet
of Ministers USSR is only responsible for the orgsnization and provision
of radio programs. Under the existing setup it caanct provide for the develop-
ment and utilization of the techrical equipment of the radio-breadcasting
network. This committee does not have the necessary personnel and equipasnt
at its disposal for any such additional vork.

The Leningrad Radio Committes, for example, was not even provided with
workers for radiofication. After the war the Leningred Commiitee nsver
raised the problem of radiofication before the oblast Party directors or
the Soviet state organization. All its acstivity var turned to the problem
of radio broadcasting, and to the collection of infe-mmtion on the dsvelopment
of radio networke.

The Union Radio-Engineering Department, which vas set up under the All-Uniom
Radio Cammittes, constructs public radio-reception systems depending on the
orders of various derartments, but is not responsible for utilization of these
public radio-reception systems, particularly, radic sets in state farms and
kolkhozes .

The Ministries of Agriculture, State Farms, and other departmenta do
not have the necessary productive base, experience, personnel, or supply
organization.

At present, radiofication ie characterized by the absence of a unified
technical volicy, of a unified development of the radio network. As a
result, personnel, money, and equipment are 'being voorly utilized. Taking
Leningrad Oblast as ar example again,we find that in 1947 an affiliate of
the Scientific Research Institute of the Ministry of Comsunications drew
up 2 general plan for the radiofication of the oblast. The number, capacity,
and distribution of a network of public radio-receptiwn systems, which vers
to be inetalled, was determined by technical and economic analysis. However,
actual radiofication in accordance with this plan proved impossidle dbecause
of orgsnizational shortcomings.
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CONFIBENTIAL I
. In responae -to an appeal of the Leningred Oblﬂat and ‘city committees of
the ‘VEP(Db), the enterprisea and organiza*ione I Leningrad, dlong with the
Leningred Department of the Union Radio Ergineering Trust, installed more than
50 :public radio-reception systema in the oblast. . However, at many populated
points no public radio-reception systems, and at other points low-power systems,
capable of serving only a particular enterprise, state farm or colleciive
farm, were installed. However, the capacity of syetems installed at varicus
en*erprises and populatsd points is not filly utilized. .

50X1-HUMg

Enterprises often set up aqu:nemsflve, 'poverﬁxl equipiment capable of
mgintaining thousands of controlleble loud-speakers vwhen the given enterprise
requires less than a hundred . .

In Vsevolozhskiy Rayon, Lemngmd Cblast, one public radio-reception ayatem
of 100 watts and four of 500 watts were. 1n5ta.lled " ‘Various departments heve
already Instelled eight small ~8ystenms, but most popu) ated pointe are still
wvithout any radiofication.

In-Gatchinekily Rayon the "Druzhnaye Gorka® Flant has a public radio- A \ k3
reception syetem of 100 vatts which nan service controllable loud- -speakers. '
in ‘two adjacent kolkhozes. However, because of & lack of organizaticnal
coordination, each of these kolkhozes was equipped vith individual 95-wett
‘sy-tems

“The"lack of trained personnel to service the newly constructed public el
radio-reception systems is a real handicap. Various industrial enterprises RN -
have solved this problem by using elsctricians or telephone linesmen in ‘their '
spare time. Public radio-reception systems in kolkhozes and village soviets
generally do not have any meintenance personnel, and are serviced haphazardly.

Breskdowns are usually left unettended.

At Rotel'nich and Pustomerzhe village soviets of Kingiseppskiy Rayon,
the Leningrad main office installed 500-watt public radio-reception systems, ~
sach capable of servicing 2,000 canirollatle loud-speskers. However, these
systems can operate only when somecne from the main office comes out to
gservice them. 3imilar conditions prevail in the systems of Zaruch'evekiy
village soviet of Os'mlnskly Rayon, of the Rudno and Begunitsy Machine-Tractor
Stations, of the villages of Pulkovo and Torceove, and meny other places.

The absence of direction and official supervision of departmental pudlic
radio-reception systems often results in the fact that the program and quality
of radio hroadcasta depend on the vhims of the maintenance personnel. For
example, if the man on duty likes music, concerts are transmitted with a
loss 1n scclal and political broadcests, and in the ideological guidance of
the kolkhozes and village soviets.

In every oblast communicatione administration there is a special inspection
section for maintenance end development of public radio-reception aystems of
‘the various departments. However, experisnce hae indicated that the inspection
section chiefly performs the functions of registration and simple technical
supervision.

Within the Ministry of Ccammunications there are obstacles to the
radiofication of rural localities. Ths directors of many republic and
oblast administrations, snd especially the office of commmnications, often
coasider radiofication of secondary importunce, ignore it, and even actually
discriminate against 1t. In Leningrad Oblast in 1947, many chiefs and
assistant chiefs of comminications offices proved in examinations that they
d4id not even grasp the elementary concepts of radiofication.
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The Minietry of Communicationg has nften *+ried to intsrest directors
of communications offices in the over-all directicn of public radio-recepticn
systems, However, the basic activities ~f these directors (postal, telephons,
‘wnd. telegraph) do not permit them to give sufficient attention to radicficaticn.
Why then .is radiofication, a speclalized branch of ‘he economy, not separated
trom' the Ministry of Communlcetions and set up as an independent coat-accountiing
- orgenization? :

, ‘Experiénce proves that rsdio, which technically has little in common with
electrical communications, gains 1ittle from unien with it. In tie edrly
stages ‘of radio's developuent such 4 union was expedient, dbut now, since radio
has' expanded, its separation into an independent cost-accounting arganization
18 far more exredient. .

For- the development of rural radiofication, problems of organization
mist first be solved., A 'big organization, reepcnsidble for the maintenance
and ‘develcpment of radiofisation in the city and the village, must be set
up. - This organization, .operating incependently, would make concrete -demands
“on ‘our’ industry, inspect existing.methods. of radiofication of the villagee
“from’the atandpolint’ of -new technical and organizational possibilities, ‘and
set up more flexible forms-of maintenance and:development of radio-receiving
nets. -The organization mist have stiits-disposel studios; radio-broddcasting

. equipnent, ‘all the technical ‘equipment. of wire broadcasting, scientific
ressarch instltutes, construction and installation:offices, etc. ‘This
“organization can ‘effectively adopt the progressive technology for radio

_brosdcasting which our.indusiry.is ,incregsingly producing.

The direction of radiofication and radio broadcasting must be reorganized.
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